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Introduction to the Evening Lesson

From timeto timein these Lenten sermons | ®e mentioned the Gnessianic secret. OThat
phrase goesback over 100yearsto abook written by aNew Tesament scholar named William
Wrede.l Wredewastrying to undersand one of the most noticesble features of M ark@Gogpe.
Almogt dwayswhen Jesus heals someone? in Mark@Gospe or cagtsout an evil irit,3 even when
Peter confessesthat Jesusisthe Messah,# the Lord commandssilence. @on®tel anyone; keep this
asecret. OEver SnceWrede wrote hisbook, the messanic secret has been much debaed by gudents
of the New T estament.

| called my Lenten sermon series Hidingin Plain Sght.Ol havetried to show that M ark uses
the messanic secret motif to describethe way of Jesus not becauseit ishard to undersand, but
becauseit ishard to live. JesusQway s the way of the cross and we can only follow hisway if wetake
up our own croses What Jesusdid was obviousto anyone with eyesin thar head but what it
demanded was only obviousto the eyes of faith. That@why the secret hidesin plain Sght. So
tonight and in the three srmonsthat follow on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, wede going to
see morereactionsto the open secret that JesusOvay istheway of the cross Tonight wetalk about
how the secret isdenied. Let@read it in Mark 14.

Mark 1426-31 (NRSV)

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives And Jesussaid to
them, Orou will al become deserters; for it iswritten,

Owill grike the shepherd,

and the sheep will be scattered.O
But after | am raised up, | will go beforeyou to Galilee OPeter sad to him, (Even though all
become deserters, | will not.QJesus sad to him, Orruly | tell you, thisday, thisvery night, before the
cock crowstwice, you will deny me three times OBut he said vehemently, GEven though | must die
with you, | will not deny you.OAnd dl of them sad the same.

We live in a world of denial
Poor old Peter. In some wayshe wasthe hero of the gogpdsand hewas clearly the
presminent disciple. Hewas Perra N the Rock N upon whom Jesus said hewould build hischurch.

1 William Wrede, The Messianic Secret, trans 1 C. G. Greig (London: JamesClarke& Co., 1971). Wrede®Das
Messiasgeheimnis in Den Evangelien Wesfird published in 1901. For ahdpful outline of themessanic secret debate, see
http://peoplesmu.edu/dwatson/messanic_secret_001.htm.

2 g Mark 1.40-45, 5.21-24, 5.35-43, 7.31-37, and 8.22-26.
3 SeeMark 1.23-28,1.34, and 3.11.

4 SeeMark 8.29. Thetrandfiguration scenein Mark 9.2-9 isanother time when Jesuginessishship wasrevesled but
heingruded Peter, James and John to say nothing.
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(Matthew 16.17-20) He was passonatdy fathful. Peter also suffered serioudy with foot-in-mouth
disease. He often said the wrong thing. Or he sad theright thing at thewrongtime Or hesad the
right thing but either denied hesaid it or didn®@do what he said.

Jesuswas quite clear. All thisdiscipleswould desert him. Hisway wastheway of the crossand
now that crucifixion loomed immediatdy ahead Jesusknew that none of hisclosest friendscould go
the way he had to go. There would beatime, some days hencewhen JesusGriendswould see and
follow him again N in GaileeN but not now. All will abandon him.

O will not!Oclaimed Peter. GEven if | diewith you, | will zever deny you!O

Foot in mouth. Poor old Peter.

| wasblessed to dwaysbe taken to churchwhen | was growing up and | remembe tryingto
learn the differencebetween denying Jesus which Peter did, and betraying Jesus which Judasdid. It
was confugng to me because actudly denid and betrayd arenot al that different. But Peter endsup
mostly asagood guy and Judasisdwaysjugd abad guy. So asachild | learned that denid wasnot
good, but wasn®red bad whereas betraya was unforgivable. Wed talk more about betraya on
Wedneday night.

But tonight we®e looking at Peter@denid and | want to closdy focusnot on what Jesus
predicted, that Peter would three timesdeny even knowing Jesus but on Peter@emphatic denid
that hewould deny. | want to focuson that because it showsthat Peter wasin denid about himsdf.
H e didn®know himsdf and that@a serious problem for dl of us Too often welivein denid.

Everyday doctors see peoplein denid N about ther weight, ther smoking, their drinking,
their exercise or lack thereof. Our spouses and our children and close friends can usudly ot our
denid dthough their vison ism®asacute for seaing their own. It@eader to see denid in othersbut
it@in ustoo. Welivein aworld of denid.

Over amonth ago | read an articlein the newspgper and immediately cut it out and Suck in
my folder where | was collecting materia for thiswesk@sermons It was about astate police
sergeant named Brian who had been arrested and charged with bang an Internet child sexud
predator. He was arresed after suggesting alewd act with someone Brian thought was a 14-year-old
boy. In actudity it wasan FBI agent running asting operation to catch sexud predatorson the
Internet.>

Thetone of the article suggested how surprigng and shocking thiswas, shocking because
Brian had been agdwart oldier in thewar on terroriam. For atime after 9/11 heran security at
Logan Airport. He earned two Bronze Starsin combat duty in Afghanigan and Irag. For atimehe
hdped train Iragi police officesin atown outsde of Baghdad. The paper wondered how could
someone like thisdo something o despicable?

A little Chrigian redism hdpsusnot be surprised about thissort of thing. Sn isan equd
opportunity employer. It infectsall of usN good people, bad people, everybody. When Jesus said,
Orou will dl become deserters Ohe was talking about more than the twelve discipleswho would
abandon him in hisfind hour. Jesuswasin fact talking about the human condition, a condition
about whichweare often in denid.

Welivein aworld of denid. Right now mgor debates are taking place in televison news

5 shdley Murphy and RejaMishra, Papersdetail a@ark SdeCOBoston Globe 28 Feb. 2006: B1.
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roomsall acrossthe country. Therewasatime, not that long ago redly, when those who reported
the weather on local televison jus needed to look good on camera, banter laughingly with the news
anchors and put a amiley faceeven on bad weather. Increesngly, however, the weather men and
women are traned scientigsand expert meteorologigs and they know that globa warming and
climate change are scientific facts One weather man who worksfor aFOX éfiliatein Miami sad,
Qe have aburden to educate the public about climate change O

But whenever he or otherslike him proposetakingon ar aout climate change and globd
waming, thar ideasget shot down by the newsdirectors Qusgt say it@sunny,Othey aretold to say
about globa warming. And if they do dip somethingin aout theredity of things the gationsget
dl kinds of nagty emails and cdls because people don®want to hear anything negetive. Although
Pete Boucherd, the chief meteorologig at Boston@NBC dfiliate (WHDH-TV) istrying to change
things he saysthat for mogt people the weather on TV isgill jus something that comes before or
after the ports® Welivein denid.

Of coursg, there are attemptsto overcome our denying waysby saying that we shouldn®be 0
hard on oursdves Some of you will remembe what wasgenerdly caled the human potentid
movement that got much play in the 1960sand 70s’ Its mantrawasprobably the title of a popular
book by Dr. ThomasH arris 7m OK — You're OK.8 Thepoint wasthat alot of people fed bad
about themsalves They cary around alot of guilt. Many suggested thiswasthe fault of religion,
particudarly Chrigianity. A lot of folks &ill say this

| think the problem doesnot haveto do with religon in generd or Chridianity in particuar.
It redlly hasto do with beingin denid about who we are. When Jesus said that everyone would
desart him, hewasn®trying to make hisdisciplesfed bad or guilty. Hewastryingto help them see
the truth. 1t@only when wesee the truth about oursdvesthat we can begin to be free. Remember
what Jesus said in John@Gogpel: Orou shdl know the truth and the truth shal makeyou free. O

6 LindaBaker, Qugt say it@sunny,Owww.salon.com/news feat ure/ 2006/04/04/westher, Internet, 4 Mar. 2006.
Bouchard, of Boson@WHDH-TV (NBC) sys @@ liketo bethe dearinghouse for information on dimate changeand
other issues Globa warming isthe biggest sngechdlengefor our children@generation, and it istherole of the meteorologist
to guidethe public through it.OH e addsthat the chalengewill betakingthereinsfrom newsreporters who currently lay
daim to anythingnot covered by agandard weather foreced.

7 See http://en.wikipediaorg/wiki/Human_Potentia_Movement, Internet, 8 Apr. 2006. The Human Potentid
Movement came out of thesocia and intdlectud milieu of the 1960sand wasformed to promote the cultivation of
extraordinary potentid bdieved to belargdy untapped in mog people The movement ispremised on thebdief tha through
the devdopment of human potentid, humanscan experience an exceptiond qudity of lifefilled with happiness cregtivity,
and fulfillment. A corollary bdief isoften tha thosewho begin to unlessh thispotentia will find their actionswithin society
to bedirected towardshdping othersrdeasetheir potentid. Thebdief isthat thenet effect of individudscultivatingtheir
potentid will bring about podtivesocid changed large

8 ThomasA. Harris I'm OK— You're OK (New York: Avon, 1976). Thebookssubtitlewas (T he Transactiona
AnaysisBreskthrough That®Changing the Consdioushessand Behavior of People Who N ever Before Fdt OK About
ThemsdvesOH ariitlehasmutated into other book titles many of which seem to converse of what hewastryingto say.
JcLyn Morrisand Paul L. Fair, I'm Right. You're Wrong. Now What? How to Break Through Any Relationship Stalemate
Without Fighting, Folding or Fleeing (Naperville |L: Sourcebooks, 2001). Elesnor Wachtd, I'm Okay, We're Not So Sure
About You (Unknown Binding, 1983). Rose Dorrance Bessr, I'm Okay — But You 're Not (New York: Dewey Co., 1993).
Susn Jffers I'm Okay, You're a Brat!: Setting the Priorities Straight and Freeing You From the Guilt and Mad Myths of
Parenthood (LosAngdes Renai sssnce Books 2001).
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Only when weadmit that we arein denid, can we seethat bigger truth that Jesusdied for people
who arein denid and he comes donggde of usnot to make usfed guilty but to tell usthat heloves
us Tha@why wegather thisnight and thiswesk, not to flog ourselveswith guilt asif seif-
flagellation will make usbetter people. We gather to facetruth about oursdvesN we are dll
desertersN - and when wefacethe truth we begin to glimpse the bigger truth that God gtill lovesus
and ison our 9de.

Conclusion

Douglas John Hdl isa Canadian theologian, now in thismid-70s who continuesto be most
influential on my thinking and bdieving. In abook he wrote lag year, abook that isvery persond
becaieit began to be written when hewasin alife or death battle with cance, hetried to tak
about why he hasgiven hislife to writing and teaching theology. It@ahedthy thing to think about
why wehave done or do what wedo.®

H e tellshow many times over several decadeshe hasmet people N young and old, students
clergy, and laity N who tell him how something he wrote wasvery important to them. To asmal
degree| can identify because on occas on someone mentions the importanceof something | ®e said
inasermon. Dr. Hdl saysthat he isadwayshumanly touched but wantsto reply in dl honesy and
sy to thesefolks, Ores, but be careful! | am just ahuman beng, Qorone to evil and dothful in good,O
asthe old prayer of confesson putsit.

| would echo histhoughtsand that isnot because he or | fed bad about oursdves. It@because
Jeustdlsusthat we are dl deserters We dl livein denid and only when webegin to seethat truth
can wedtart to glimpse the bigger truth of God@amazing love for us That@wherewed pick things
up tomorrow night.

9 DougasJohn Hall, Bound and Free: A Theologian’s Journey (Minnegpolis FortressPress 2005) 23-24. Gror then,
with thefreedom and inner compulsion that ispresupposed by thevocation to write, comestheredization tha what one
writeswill actudly beread N by some, at least. And somewill takeit serioudy. Somewill actudly bdieveit! Somewill make
what for them aremomentousdecis onsunder theimpact, in part, of what onesays And then what ?E

Orhepoint istha theologians like Chrigiansin generd, must livewith and seek to articulate Truth N /iving Truth
that only rardy can even bedimpsad and never, ever fully capturein conceptsand words And theologiansmug do thisas
those who would beteachersof others guidesfor the church in itsuncertain voyage on the dark watersof time, withessesto
Good Newsin aworld that aggersfrom onepiece of bad newsto thenext. Thetheologi ca vocation, then, requiresa
couragethat ismorethan natural N the courage of being, in Paul®@language, adool for Christ,Ga couragethat darkly suspects
however, that mogt of thetimeit isjug playingthefool.O



