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Introduction to the Morning Lesson

Thismorning wecontinue our reflections on the book of James and the issue today iswisdom.
Do weknow wisdom when weseeit?1f 0, what doesit look like? Or we might ask the quegtion
differently. Who do we congder to bewise?1 imagine that most people think of wisdom in termsof
sound knowledge and careful judgment. Wisdom may not mean superior inteligencebut we do tend
to think of it in intellectud terms as something that hgppenslargdy in the head.

But Jamesdoen@seeit that way. Thetext beginswith the key question: GVho iswise and
understanding among youJamesCansver followsimmediately: CBhow by your good life that your
warks are done with gentleness born of wisdom.OWisdom, then, isless about what a person thinks
or saysor writes, and muchmore about how aperson lives1 Of course, aswe®e dready seen, this
makes sense for James For him fath isaways about what wedo.

Today@text pictureswise living in termsof our loyaty and obedience. Arewe loyd to the
ways of the world? (rhat@foolishness, Osays James. Or do we submit oursdvesto the ways of God?
Not only isthat wise but it draws God@grace closer to our lives Jamespaintsthe difference
between loydty to theworld or to God in the garkest tonespossble. If weare friendsof the world,
James says, we are enemies of God. Aswee seen in these sermons he pullsno punchesbecause
how we live makes abig difference Let@read it in James3.

James3.13-4.8a(NRSV)

Who iswise and underganding among you? Show by your good life that your worksare done
with gentlenessborn of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and sdfish ambition in your hearts do
not be boagtful and fase to the truth. Such wisdom doesnot come down from above, but isearthly,
ungpiritud, devilish. For wherethereisenvy and sdfish ambition, there will aso be disorder and
wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from aboveisfird pure, then peacedble, gentle, willingto
yied, full of mercyand good fruits, without atrace of partidity or hypocrisy. And aharvest of
righteousnessis sown in peace for those who make peace.

Those conflictsand digoutes among you, where do they camefrom?Do they not come from
your cravingsthat are a war within you?You want something and do not haveit; so you commit
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; o you engagein disputesand conflicts. You
do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, becauise you ask wrongly, in order
to gpoend what you get on your pleasures Adultererd Do you not know that friendship with the
world isenmity with God?Therefore whoever wishesto be afriend of the world becomes an enemy
of God. Or do you suppose that it isfor nothing that the scripture says G5od yearnsjedoudy for
the spirit that he hasmade to dwdl in usCPBut he givesdl the more grace; thereforeit says,

@Bod opposesthe proud,
but givesgrace to the humble O

1 Walter Brueggemann, CharlesB. Cousar, Beverly R Gaventa, JamesD. Newsome, Zexts For Preaching, Year B
(Louisiille KY: Westminger/John Knox, 1993) 519.
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ubmit yoursslvestherefore to God. Ress the devil, and hewill flee from you. Draw near to God,
and hewill draw near to you.

Introduction

The Red Sox are not goingto play in the posseason thisyear and thisisasad endingto a
seaon that two months ago looked s0 hopeful. | was ill hopeful back in late July when | firgt
thought about today@sermon and came up with my title, GWho® Your Daddy?0

That dang phrase goesback at least to the mid-1800sand hasthe meaning of @ control you.O
It@often usad in prison and in gangsas dther an expresson of A@n looking &ter youOor Grou are
defensdess againg me.G But for Red Sox Nation, the phrase will be forever remembered in terms of
the 2004 American League Championship Seriesagaing thehated New York Yankees

Can it be two years dready?Remembe that in Septembea 2004the Red Sox played two
sriesagang the Yankees After aparticuarly bad outing, our ace, Pedro Martinez, said this O tip
my ha and cal the Yankeesmy daddy E | can®find away to beat them at thispoint.O

English i® Pedro@native tongue so who knowsexactly what he wastrying to say. But that
sound bite became fodder for New York fans, who from that point on loudly chented QVho@your
daddy?Owhenever Martinez pitched. In fact, during the Championship Series, Who®your daddy?O
became avirtud mantraof Yankeesfans M gor League Basebdl even produced t-shirtsusng the
dogan. However, we got thelagt laugh when the Red Sox saged the grestest comeback in orts
higory, winning the pennant &fter being down three gamesto none. Then Red Sox fansweae
wearing t-shirtsthat ssid QWho@Your Daddy Now X3

| think Qvho@your daddyis a James-type question. Who ownsus?Who controlsus?To
whom arewe loyd ?T o whom do webdong?T o theworld or to God?Let@think about that for a
few minutestoday.

To whom do we belong?

We can think about it by congdering the many kinds of loydtieswe dl have or the groupsto
whichwebdong. We dl bdongto afamily, of course Whether or not we know much about your
ancegorsor are conscious of family traditions the familiesinto whichweare born and raised
influenceusgreatly. We dl haveracid and ethnic backgroundswhich exert powerful influenceson
how we live. We are citizens of acountry N the United States for most but not &l of us We belong
to companiesor schoolsor political partiesand al manner of teeamsand organizations and clubs
And if wehad time, we could ask the who@your-daddy question about al of these things How do
the many thingsto which webdong influenceus? Whichloydtieslead ustowards godly wisdom and
whichmake ustoo friendly with the world?

We don®have time today to think about al the groupsor associationsto whichwebeong

2 See http://www.answerscom/who'syour daddy, Internet, 1 Aug. 2006. O looking after youOmay derivefrom the
term Gugar daddy,Gend in many contextscan have sexualy suggedtive undertones The Qou are defensdessOconnotation
may dludeto abusve parentd dominance and authority or control by other membersof agroup or asociation. Sometimes
Qvho®your daddy?iisan ingult questioning asperson@parentage.

3 Red Sox fansreversed the phrase on the Yankeesand 2004 World Series opponent . Louis Cardinasby chanting
QWho®your Papi!,Gareferenceto ALCS MVP David Ortiz, who wasaffectionately known as@Big Papi. OPower hitter
Ortiz hit theRBIstha won two ALCSgamesin edrainnings
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but | want to think about one that we dl havein common, namedy that we arepart of the
Presbyterian Churchin Sudbury. | know that not dl of you are @fficid Omembeasof this
congregation but by virtue of participation you bdonghere. | dso know that denominationd loyaty
isfar lessimportant today than it was even 25 years ago. And | @ aware that many of you were not
rased as Predbyterians We havealot of former Catholicshere, and dl manner of different
Protesants and somewho were not raised in any particua rdigioustradition. | know dl of that
but to be here, even if jud for today, isin some snseto be Presbyterian.

Thisafternoon at four o@lock at Old Pine Street Presbyterian Churchin Philadelphiathereis
aworship srvicecdebrating the tricentennia of Presbyterianiam in North America For it was
about thistime of year in 1706that the Reverend FrancisM akemie and 9x other pasorsformed the
fird presoytery on American soil. In other words, Predoyterianiam began in Americaseven decades
before the Declaration of Independenceand a century beforethe Lewis& Clark Expedition.4 There
wearenot alot of Prebyteriansin those daysand most were deperately poor and widely scatered.>
Thedigancesbetween churchesor parishionerswere greet, horseswere scarce, and roadsether
nonexigent or often impassable. Being a Predhyterian and particuarly a Predoyterian pasor were
not for the faint of heart. But they pressed on and today weremembe the beginning of that first
presytery.

One of the hymnsthey will angtoday at Old Pine Street church waswritten to mark this
300th anniversary, ahymn entitled QVe Look to You, O JesusOby Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. You
received acopy of those wordswith your bulletinsthismorning and 1@ like you to find that insert
now. In fact, | think we should gng thishymn. It goesto the familiar hymntune of Lanceashire.

Welook to you, O Jesus in fath our Pioneer

For you have gone beore us and brought your people here.
You showed usdl God@kingdom, you gave uswork to do;
In desth you went before us for life, we turn to you.

We looked to you to guide usthree hundred years ago;
How different wastheland then, from thisland that we know.
With towns and country growing, your people heard your call,
And 0 they built new churches proclamingyou to dl.

Through times of grife and anguish, through times of joy and grace
Through canflictswith our cuture, you®e brought usto this place
And gill your world ischanging, and gill we seek to be

A churchreformed, reforming in faithful minigry.

Perfecter of thefaith, Lord, welook to you eech day;
We work for peace and judice, we worship, learn and pray.
And witnesses surround us ahog of saintsabove,

4 In 1803 President ThomasJefferson picked Meriwether Lewisascommander of expedition. Lewisinvited
William Clark to join him and sharecommand. T he expedition began on May 14, 1804.

5 LeffertsA. Loetscher, A Brief History of the Presbyterians (Philaddphia Wetminger Press 1958) 54. Al see
Sydney E. Ahlsrom, A Religious History of the American People,vol. 1 (Garden City, N'Y: ImageBooks, 1975) 331-337.
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Aswecontinue sharing thejoy of your great love.®

It@agood hymn, not agresat one, but it does expressthe character of what it meansto be
Presoyterian. Of course, the Presoyterian way of bang Chrigian isnot the only way and it isnot a
very canmon way in New England. | heard recently that Predbyterianshererepresent jus one-hdf
of one percent of the population. So our witnesshereisandl but | think important nonetheless

| like the hymn when it ssid, QPerfecter of thefaith, Lord, welook to you each day; Wework
for peace and jugtice, we worship, learn and pray.OT ha@what wetry to do at the Presyterian
Churchin Sudbury, expressed in our tagling, Upward, Outward, Onward.O

¥ Upward: welook to the Lord, we worship, we pray.
¥ Outwad: wework for peace and justice in many and variousways
¥ Onward: wewalk daily with God, we teach and learn.

When wedo these thingswe are sowing in peace what Jameswould call aharvest of righteousness
Thesethingsarewhat being a Predoyterian Chrigian isdl aout.

Conclusion

Of course, it@eader to tak thisthan to walk it. So wehave to keep asking the who&-your-
daddy question to make surewe®@e not talking about belonging to God when in fact weareliving
acoording to theworld.

|@ close with this A few weeks ago M errie and | went to the organizationa meeting for l
the churches and groups participating in thisyear @ CROP Walk which, asM errie mentioned in the
minute for misson today, iscoming up on October 15th. CROP Waksare gponsored by Church
World Srvice one of the best heping organizationsworking today. Thedirector of ChurchWorld
Sarvicein the United Stateswasthere and said that they are now focusng on waer. Wetakeiit for
granted. We go to the tgp and have dl that we want and it@clean and safe and good. Not soin
mogt of the developing warld and Church World Serviceisworking harder than ever to build wels
0 millionscan have a leadt alittle of what we have in dbundance Thereisno lifewithout water.

Hetold about vidting avillagein Africawhere they ware hoping to build awell. Another
ChurchWorld Servicegaf membea wasthere talking with the villagers aébout what they did for
water. Thisstaf membe was abig man, wel over six feet, and sncewe®e working in the book of
James wed cal him Jm.

Jm asked awoman from the village how far they had to go to get water. Shereplied that the
river was about amileand ahdf away. In an unguarded moment, amoment Jm caneto Sncaey
regret, he sad oftly to another saff member, G\ mile and ahaf. That@not so far.OBut the village
woman heard what Jm said.

In avery quiet voice she said, Orou@eright. A mileand ahdf isnot o far to go for water and
it@al down hill. But, of course, it@al up hill coming back.O

6 The 300th anniversry of American Presbyterianism was cdebrated on October 1, 2006, in Philaddphiaat Old
Pine Sreet Preyterian Church. Thefird presoytery wasformed in Philaddphiaby FrancdsMakemieand sx other pastors
in 1706. To mark the anniversary, hymn writer Carolyn Winfrey Gillettewrote QWe Look to You, O JeusCOGilletteisthe
author of Gifts of Love: New Hymns for Today’s Worship (GenevaPress) and co-pagtor of the Limestone Presoyterian Church
in Wilmington, DE. The hymn issungto the hymntune LANCASHIRE composed by Henry ThomasSmart in 1835.
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Big, tal dm didn®fed o tal anymore.

Yes it@Gnot o far,Oshe sad, ut the jarsweigh more than forty poundswhen filled with
water and they are difficut to carry.O

Jm wasnow about five feet tall.

Yes it@not o far. But it@the 12-year old girlsthat haveto get thewater before they go to
school in the morning and then some of them can®get to school on time.O

Jm wasfour feet now.

Oroueright. 1t@not so far. But the dligatorslurk in theriver and sometimesthegirlsare
atacked and even eaten dive.O

Jm shrank some more.

QA mile and a hdf isnot so far,Othe village woman said finaly. @But even when weget the
water, it iscontaminated because theriver ispolluted.O

Jm wanted to find aholeto crawl histwo-foot frameinto.

Some of the money weraise a thisyear@CROP Wak will help build wells becauseit s zoo
far.

WhoG®your daddy, my friend?To whom do we beong?We say that God isour H eavenly
Daddy. We say that we bdongto God. But Jamesremindsusthat it iseasy to say and much harder
to do. We can®do everything. But for God@sake, let@do more. Let@be wise and so something o
that God might draw near usand work through us



